
Bradby’s Bridge 
Shalford Surrey 

C 1959 
 

A Reading south passenger train crewed by men from the Reading southern shed left  
the station at 0735 it was on time and bound for London Bridge via North Camp, 
Guildford and Dorking Redhill and London Bridge. In the early hours on the same 
day a goods train left Redhill and on this occasion the driver was Percy Holland 
(nickname duchy) and the stoker was John Bradby, this train called at several goods 
yards and their final destination on the outward run would be Northcamp where the 
crew’s would swap places. Percy Holland and John Bradby would return to Redhill 
with the passenger train and the engine was a Standard class 4, 2-6-0. The men from 
Reading would return to their home station with the goods train.  
 
The Return Passenger Train to London Bridge: This was a stopping train and would 
call at Ash, Wanborough, Guildford, Shalford, Chilworth, Gomshall, Dorking Town, 
Deepdene, Betchworth, Reigate, Redhill, Merstham and Coulsden South, then fast to 
London Bridge. At Redhill Percy and John would be relived and another crew would 
take the train onto its final destination, at this point it would be the end of the shift for 
John and Percy. However things do not always go to plan and in this story everything 
changed at Shalford. After leaving Guildford the train entered Guildford tunnels, on 
exit the signal for Shalford Junction gave the crew the right of way to branch off to 
the left leaving behind the electrified Guildford to Portsmouth line. Soon they would 
be in sight of the Shalford station distant signal.   
 
As the train approached Shalford station John decided to climb onto  the rear of the 
tender, it was here that they would take on water from a water crane so that 
everything was ready and in place for the undulating course through the surrey hills 
and then on to London Bridge. Unfortunately John forgot about the public footbridge 
spanning the rail lines; he suffered a severe blow to his head causing a large gash. As 
the train came to a halt John was bleeding profusely, and laying across the entrance to 
the tender, Percy Holland shouted for help and dragged John back onto the footplate 
as best he could. Urgent telephone calls were made to the ambulance service and to 
Redhill M.P.D.                                                       
 
I was sitting in the locomotive men’s room when the shed foremen entered and 
informed us that John had been involved in an accident near Guildford at that time 
that was all the information we knew.  By this time an ambulance had arrived at 
Shalford station and medics removed John to Guildford Hospital. 
 
 
By good fortune Peter Stride a Redhill stoker happened to be travelling on that very 
train as a passenger back to Redhill having worked an earlier goods train to Guildford; 
however he was not very happy about the situation and refused to get onto the engine 
until the blood had been washed off the footplate area. 
John was detained at the Hospital for three days and the head wound required 
approximately twenty stitches, his injury caused his to remain of duty for a month. 
Some time later John made notes about this accident; he kindly lent them to me when 
we met on Sunday 13th April and I reproduce them in his own words below. 
 



About October / November, I was working the 1-10 goods train with Duchy Hollands 
to Guildford, then on to Ash were we were to shunt, then on to Northcamp. We 
changed trains and left the goods to work the Reading to London. On this train we 
stopped at Shalford for water where there are 2 road and 2 foot bridges. I forgot about 
the second foot bridge! My head hit it and I did not know about this until I woke up 
later in the day with my Mother at my bed-side. [ A few days later. ]  One of the 
drivers from Redhill phoned Guildford hospital to enquire how I was and he was told 
I had just gone. Imagine what he thought, gone departed, left this mortal soil. He 
started a collection for me following my assumed demise only to find I had merely 
gone home. 
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Johns Photographs 
John Bradby had the foresight to take many Railway Photographs around Redhill and 
Reading area in the 1955—1985 period, he has kindly given me permission to use 
them and make the pictures available to a wider audience for those of us who have an 
interest in the Railways, they are shown below. 
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