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I first met John Bradby in November 1955, we were cleaners / stokers together at 
Redhill (75 B) Motive Power Depot. By 1961 we had gone our separate ways I moved 
to Bedford and John remained in the Redhill area. I had through the wonders of the 
internet been in contact with another former stoker Jack Street who also still resides in 
Redhill.  
 
It was through the good offices of Jack that the three of us met on Saturday 23rd 
February 2008 at 1500, we chatted for two hours and they both brought back many 
happy memories and some stories and photographs that I had forgotten about. Some 
47 years had passed by and I am most grateful to them for their help with the next two 
pages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Bradby; a short stocky man who spoke in a slow and deliberate manner, always 
smart and well presented, an honest chap a good stoker and popular with his friends, 
this is how I remember him. We were stokers together and when we met recently he 
told me the following story: 

It was derby day Wednesday 
the first of June 1960. John 
and his driver were booked 
on duty as a standby crew at 
Purley Surrey in case the 
steam engine hauling the 
Royal Train broke down. 
 
 Photograph: N 31862 the 
reserve engine at Redhill. 
John Bradby. 
 
The reserve engine had been 
given a fresh coat of paint 

and looked very smart perhaps overly so with the lamp brackets and brake tube being 
painted white. John and his driver Bert Hopkins would have made thorough checks of 
the engine and it would have been loaded with good quality coal.  
 
As well being the spare engine a steam breakdown crane with engineers van had been 
brought from Guildford, Bert And John were responsible for taking this  outfit to 
Purley as well. It was an 
extremely hot day and a good 
weather forecast for the Epsom 
race meeting.  
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Everything was going to plan 
and the Royal train was on its 
way from Victoria to Tattenham 
Corner, H.M. the Queen was on 
board, she may have been 
thinking about her horse and if it 
would be the winner. Suddenly John got a call from the Signal box, It was the 
inspector; John was advised that the Royal Train would be stopping and to get his 
camera ready. He did, and managed to take the photograph at the top of the page. But 
why had the Royal been stopped? This was a very rare occurrence; it was the 
signalman at Chipstead signal box and in the heat of the day he had fainted thus 
causing a short delay.  I would guess that it is not often that the Royal train is stopped 
so the photograph above is a rare shot indeed. “Well done John.” 
 


